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Moravia  
Architecture • People • Pathways 
From 23 July until 5 September 2014 
 
Concept:  Adolph Stiller, Jan Sapák, Stephan Templ 
 
 
Exhibition venue:  Exhibition Centre in the Ringturm 

1010 Vienna, Schottenring 30 
 
Opening hours:  Monday to Friday: 9 am to 6 pm, free admission 

(closed on public holidays) 
 
 
Press tour:  Tuesday, 22 July 2014, 11.00 am 
 
 
Speakers:  Adolph Stiller, Jan Sapák, Stephan Templ 
 
 
Official opening: Tuesday, 22 July 2014, 6.30 pm (by invitation only) 
 
 
Enquiries to:  Silvia Polan 

T: +43 (0)50 390-21064 
F: +43 (0)50 390 99-21064 
E-Mail: presse@wst-versicherungsverein.at 
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The picturesque main square in Telč  
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Wiener Städtische Versicherungsverein’s latest “Architektur im Ringturm”exhibition continues the 
series’ journey across Europe with a visit to the historically significant region of Moravia in the Czech 
Republic. It focuses on the unique features of Moravia’s towns and cities, portraying the various 
conurbations as total works of architecture. The exhibition also shows how the urban structures have 
stood the test of time and remained attractive places to live.  
 
 
Moravia’s unique urban ensembles 
 
Historically speaking, today’s Czech Republic consists of three parts: Bohemia, Czech Silesia and 
Moravia. These areas differ considerably in terms of their landscapes, weather conditions, historical 
development, and the attitudes of the people who live there – including their views on culture and 
religion. Located in the heart of the fertile and rich agricultural land surrounding the Morava river – 
which gives the region its name – Moravia’s towns and cities are unique, contrasting sharply with 
those in Bohemia.  
 
Moravia was the source of many young, educated immigrants who played a major part in the 
development of fin-de-siècle Viennese culture. The robust architectural foundations in place in 
Bohemia and Moravia have given rise to outstanding examples of urban organisms that have evolved 
over the centuries and still function perfectly today, although they are less well known outside the 
country. Each can be seen as a kind of sculpture, with a creative value similar to that of an 
anonymous work of art. With this in mind, the exhibition concentrates primarily on the overall urban 
fabric of each town, as opposed to individual sites (such as town houses, monasteries, castles, 
fortifications and cemeteries). This fabric is portrayed as a sophisticated, three-dimensional 
architectural work – both in a physical as well as an intellectual and abstract sense.  
 

The various structures, some of them 
UNESCO World Cultural Heritage sites, are 
silent witnesses to a bygone culture. They 
range from historic buildings that 
accumulated over centuries of prosperity to 
properties constructed to the highest 
architectural standards in the first half of the 
20th century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Four constructions in particular reflect the influence of Vienna and Prague on Moravia’s architects. 
Architects trained in the Austrian and Czech capitals took their newly acquired expertise back to their 
home region. These included Jan Kotera and Emil Králík, who moved from Prague to Prostějov, as 
well as Hubert Gessner, who returned to Kroměříž, and Walter Sobotak from Jihlava. 
 
The focus is on the unsurpassed quality of architecture which grew out of the centuries-long 
coexistence of the three main groups in the region’s population. The exhibition spotlights the historical 
factors that produced such an impressive collection of architectural ensembles, and made them so 
liveable and enduring. The show also takes a closer look at the characteristics which have lost none 
of their significance to this day.  
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The Jewish cemetery in Třebíč contains graves dating back 
to between the 16th and 18th centuries. 
© Haller & Haller 

Regional personalities 
 
“Architecture • People • Pathways” profiles individuals who left Moravia and went on to enjoy success 
in the capital of Austria-Hungary, or in some cases worldwide. They are regarded as some of the 
leading figures in Viennese culture at the dawn of the 20th century.  
 

Born in Příbor, Sigmund Freud, the founder of 
psychoanalysis, is the best known. Architect 
and designer Josef Hoffmann was a native of 
Brtnice, while architect Adolf Loos came from 
Brno. Meanwhile, Austrian composer Gustav 
Mahler maintained close ties with Jihlava, the 
town where he grew up, throughout his life. His 
parents and two of his siblings are buried in 
the town’s old Jewish cemetery. Two former 
presidents of Austria’s Second Republic, Karl 
Renner und Adolf Schärf, were originally from 
Mikulov, where they attended grammar school.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Max Eisler, a famous art historian and university professor in Vienna during the inter-war years, came 
from Boskovice, while physician and politician Julius Tandler was born in Jihlava. The family of former 
Austrian Chancellor Bruno Kreisky originated from Dolní Kounice and his mother’s side of the family 
from Třebíč. Edmund Husserl, one of the leading philosophers of the 20th century, and industrialist 
and inventor of contact lenses Otto Wichterle both came from Prostějov. One of the most notable 
pathways for generations of people heading to the Austro-Hungarian capital from the easternmost 
reaches of the empire ran through Moravia. The region was a frequent stopping point for migrants 
from the fringes of Galicia and Bukovina on their way to the heart of the empire. 
 
 
The exhibition 
 
In the exhibition and accompanying catalogue, Wiener Städtische Versicherungsverein showcases 
various urban centres in Moravia, detailing their development over the years and analysing individual 
architectural works and their specific features in depth. The catalogue illustrates this analysis with a 
broad selection of historic and present-day images.  
 
 
Catalogue 
 
Architektur im Ringturm XXXVII, Moravia – Architecture • People • Pathways. Adolph Stiller (ed.); 
approx. 156 pages; fully illustrated, with contributions from Jan Sapák and Stephan Templ  
Price: EUR 26 
 
 


